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AUSTRALIA 


SURVEY FINDS STRONG SUPPORT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 22 Nov 80 p 13 
[Article by Graham Williams] 


[Excerpts] George Boniecki set out three years ago to test the popular theory that 
the people of the Lucky Country are basically selfish Aussies who don't care a 
damm about others. 


A major survey he has made of a statistically valid cross-section of 1,000 
Australians shows most are prepared to make sacrifices that most politicians never 


dreamt they might. 


"I was astounded at the results--I had expected a very low level of caring and 
concern,” he said. “But the study shows people are so worried about the immensity 
of environmental problems that they're ready to make significant sacrifices, if 
only out of sheer self-preservation." 


"People are prepared to support unpopular steps to manage serious environmental 
problems and this is a challenge to governments to act in the country's long-term 
interest," he said recently. 

He found people were prepared to accept sacrifices such as: 

“Limiting petrol sales or limiting driving to save fuel. 

“enforcing the use of costly pollution-control devices. 


“closing more streets to reduce the use of cars. 


‘and imposing a big tax on throw-away drink cans to encourage the use of reuse ble 
bottles. 


But while eight out of 10 want special bicycle lanes on urban roads, most still 
see a need for more inner-city expressways. 


On environmental issues, most people want to disallow sand-mining on Fraser Island 
and in some national parks, to postpone uranium wining and to restrict the use of 
our natural resources--minerals and forests—-even if it means lower export income. 




















Nearly eight of ten people interviewed say, however, that while the rich world 
hae to take a cut in living standards, this is not likely to happen voluntarily 
in a democracy. 


Mr Boniecki, who fs a member of the Australian branch vf the Club of Rome, wh‘ch 
in 1972 published its famous Limite to Growth document, is impressed by our per- 
ception of global problems. 


Bight out of ten perceived that the world's oil resources are decreasing rapidly 
and seven out of ten said that the world's population cannot sustain a growth rate 
that sees it double every 35 years. 


Most people--65 per cent--are aware that food production is falling behind popu- 
lation growth. More than nine out of ten are also aware that an average person 

in a rich country such as Australia consumes four to tive time more resources than 
@ person in a poor country. [as published] 


An astonishing 83 per cent are prepared to make sacrifices to overcome the problems 
of pollution, which they see as a major issue. 


More than nine out of ten say that rising city air pollution is dangerous to health 
and that ocean pollution is increasing and so decreasing the number of fish. 


But while most realise that we are destroying more forests than we are growing, 
six out of ten falsely believe that the amount of arable land is not decreasing 
through the spread of deserts, erosion and industrialisation. 





Mr Boniecki said that, with 80 per cent of people supporting bicycle-only lanes on 
urban roads, no government would run a political risk introducing then. 


Another aspect of environmental policy could be the closure of more streets to 
cars to reduce their use. Just on half those interviewed support this stp, far 
more than che 37.6 per cent who oppose it. [as published] 


People are very concerned about the nuclear issue. Eight out of 10 say the py oblem 
of nuclear waste remains unresolved and poses a great danger for the future. 


Only one in three believes nuclear power stations do not increase the danger of 
nuclear war. 


On uranium mining, most are at odds with the Federal Government policy. Nearly 
six out of 10 want uranium mining postponed. 


But, as Mr Boniecki says, the Governmenc is proceeding with uranium mining. 


"The temptation to exploit this rich resource must be very great," he said. "So 
must be the power of the lobby with vested interests in it. But to say that the 
Government is showing foresight and a long-term responsibility to Australians would 
not sound convincing,” he said. 
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AUSTRALIA 


ENVIRONMENTALIST WARNS BRISBANE ON URBAN GROWTH 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 15 Nov 80 p 3 


[Text] A leading Sydney planner yesterday urged the State Government to lay clearer 
guidelines and regulations on urban development. 


The New South Wales environment and planning department deputy director, Dr John 
Paterson, said local government was too vulnerable to selfish pressure groups. 


Dr Paterson told an Urban Development Institute lunch in Brisbane, that there were 
dangers associated with public participation in planning that could create serious 
barriers to orderly development. 


The Local Government Minister, Mr Hinze, already has criticised public participa- 
tion in planning, claiming that in most cases it is divisive and unworkable. 


Dr Paterson said that, because Brisbane was facing a real estate boom, a state- 
wide code for building regulations was desirable. 


A growing population, high liquidity and a resources boom all pointed to a lift 
in the market. 


But he warned there were many pitfalls in the way of development, and planners 
here could learn a lot from New South Wales. 


A dip in population growth in the mid 1970s had left Sydney planners and developers 
unprepared for a sharp increase in demand for accommodation about two years ago. 


Builders tried to respond to this renewed demand by the construction of flats, 
units and town houses. 


But there was a local backlash against these developments, and local councils had 
been thrown out of office unless they acceded to residents’ demands. 


Dr Paterson said this led to a piecemeal approach to town planning that created 
anomalies and distortions in building regulations that would take years to clean 


up. 


The shortage of flats in Sydney when there was a high demand had led to sky- 
rocketing land and accommodation prices. 








To put more consistency in the direction development was taking, Dr. Paterson said 
the New South Wales Government introduced the Environmental Planning Assessment 
Act, that allowed it to over-ride local government policy. 


He said judging from events on the Sunshine Coast, where an anti-highrise group 


had tried to have the Maroochy Shire sacked, the same trend was beginning to occur 
in Queensland. 
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PASTORAL ASSOCIATION VOICES OBJECTIONS TO NEW LAND ACT 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Nov 80 p 11 


[Text] The Pastoralists and Graziers' Association has expressed disappointment 
with proposed changes to the Land Act. 


The chairman of its pastoral committee, Mr W. C. K. Pearce, said he was disappointed 
that the Minister for Lands, Mr Wordsworth, had not gone further and resolved all 

of the issues raised by the association in response to the Jennings committee 
report. 


Mr Wordsworth introduced amendments to the Land Act in the Legislative Council last 
week, based on an inquiry into the pastoral industry. 


Mr Pearse called for a seven-year rental reappraisement system instead of the pro- 
posed four-year one. [as published] He said that the pastoral industry was a 
long-term one and that a four-year period was not feasible. 


The Government's exclusion of cultivated non-indigenous pastures from ranking as 
improvement for which compensation could be paid was unacceptable. 


The association was Jisturbed that the new legislation had not named the two new 
appointments to the Pastoral Board. It wanted two pastoralists appointed-—-one 
from the beef industry and another from the sheep industry. 


The size of maximum pastoral holdings should be 20,000 square kilometres as recom- 
mended by the report. 


The Land Act amendments allow for a maximum holding of 5000 sq kn. 
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PLANNING AUTHORITY ASSERTS NEED FOR CONFIDENTL’ 





















i! ae rae! ity Atl o i Lift, 
ik — ie 2 
tha ci 4 ra ie t 
F He —E He sali i * 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Nov 80 p —. 
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UNION OPPOSITION MAY STOP INDUSTRY IN HUNTER VALLEY 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Nov 80 p 38 

















PLANNING AUTHORITY REBUFFED ON BRIDGE PROPOSAL 

Government Action 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 19 Nov 80 p 1 
[Article by BE. A. Barker) 


[Text] WA Government MPs have again turned down a Metropolitan Region Planning 
Authority proposal for a new traffic bridge across the Canning River at Cannington. 


It is the second time in 13 monthe that the plan has been rejected in the party 
roo. 


Government MPs, worried about the environmental and other aspects of the bridge 
proposal, succeeded yesterday in having the MRPA's road plan changed. 


A meeting of the join’: Government parties adopted an alternative that will avoid 
for some time the need for a four-lane river bridge which was to have linked 


Spencer Road with Chapman Road. 


The Government's new proposal puts sore emphasis than the MRPA did on upgrading 
Ranford Road. 


One of the key opponents of the MRPA's bridge plan, Mr Clive Griffiths, said yester- 
day he thought that the bridge proposal would be put off for 10 to 15 years. 


"I don't think it will be built in 10 to 15 years. I think it will be reconsidered 
then,” he said. “It aust come back to Parliament.” 


The solution had provided an avenue for people whose land was adversely affected to 
be compensated, he said. 


Mr Griffiths, whose South-East Metropolitan province embraces the area affected 
by the proposals, said that the main objection to the bridge was that it would 
destroy a valuable environmental setting. 


Traffic 


It would direct all of the traffic down Manning Road and 
traffic along Corfield Street, Gosnells, and Spencer Road, Thornlie. 














This wae unacceptable to residents. 
"Ile wae like Servetue Street quadrupled," he said. 


[The MRPA wants to make Servetus Street, Swanbourne, part of a major north-south 
highway. | 


Mr Griffiths criticised what he called the MRPA's dogmatic attitude to the south- 
east corridor proposals. 


"They see themselves not as advisers but as directors of Perth society," he said. 
"They have forgotten their role. Their role is to advise, not to direct or to 
enforce." 





It was the role of MPs to make the final decisions because they were responsible 
to the electors. 


Apart from the bridge proposal and the Spencer Road-Chapman Road link, the Govern- 
ment yesterday endor ‘ the MRPA plan for the south-east corridor. 


The Premier, Sir Charles Court, said that this part of the recommendation would be 
removed before the proposed amendment to the metropolitan region scheme was sub- 
mitted to the Governor. 


All other parts of the amendment as previously advertised--including the rezoning 
of urban and industrial land and the substantial increase in regional open space-- 
would proceed. 


The MRPA would be asked to keep a close watch on future development of the corridor 
so that the Spencer Road-Chapman Road link and the bridge could be reconsidered 
should a clear need emerge. 


He said that the amendment would be tabled in Parliament before the end of the pres- 
ent sitting. 


It would open the way for considerable development in the corridor. 

There had been growing pressure for more residential and industrial land to prevent 
a shortage of supply, which would have had an adverse effect on prices for people 
who chose to live and work in the area. 


Developers had been pressing for some time to begin the development process which 
would meet that demand for land in the near future. 


Editorial Comment 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Nov 80 p 6 
[Excerpt] The bald facts and figures of the matter--traffic flows and population 
projections--are on the MRPA's side in its argument for building a traffic bridge 


across the Canning River at Cannington. As extensions of lines on a map, the pro- 
posal has a logical tidiness about it. 


10 


But these days, when it comes to highway development, the community is looking 
beyond expedient solutions, especially when environmental factore are involved. 
And the rejection by government MPs of the bridge plan was 4 reassuring demonstra- 
tion that community concern is being reflected at the top. 


At a time when governments and government departments are regularly accused of 
ignoring public opinion, the decision is especially significant. The result will 
help to restore public confidence, beuly shaken by events of recent years, in 
the Government's readiness to listen to grase-roote opinion. 
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SHIRE COUNCIL TO DEFY TOWN PLANNERS OVER DEVELOPMENT 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 17 Now 80 p 1 
[Article by Peter Stephens) 


{Text} 
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AUSTRALIA 


BEACH EROSLON THREATENS 500 DWELLINGS IN SYDNEY 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 15 Nov 80 p 11 


[Article by Joseph Glascott, Environment Writer] 
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FARMERS IRATE OVER SALINITY CONTROLS IN SOUTHWEST 

Timber Interests’ Role 
Perth the WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Nov 80 pp 3, 17 
[Article by Michael Zekulich] 


[Excerpts] There is mounting bitterness among many South-West farmers over what 
they claim is discrimination against them in the Government-imposed clearing bans 
in catchments for salinity control. 


They say that while severe restrictions have been imposed on them timber milling 
and woodchipping activity is responsible for widespread clearing, often adjoining 
their boundaries. 


Mr J. McGregor, the president of the Unicup-Bokerup branch of the Farmers’ Union 
said at Manjimup this week: "We feel bitter about woodchipping. It is diecrimina- 
tion at its worst. 


"If clearing causes salinity, as the experts say, how can this be allowed? 


"It will take many years before reforestation after milling and chipping can become 
established." 


Another local farmer, Mr Ted Dorrell said: “You cannot get a bulldozer in the 
catchments. They are being used to clear the forest after the chippers have been 


through." 


Mr Neville Simcock said: “Timber interests are butchering the forests and paying 
virtually nothing for the resource in royalties. 


"If more realistic payments were involved, the Government could afford better 
compensation for farmers, and funds could be set up for forest restoration and 
research." 


Mr R. Bunning, the chairman of the management committee of the Forests Products 
Association, said that the WA timber industry paid more in royalties than others 
in Australia. 


They were massive compared with mining, and had been increasing in recent years at 
a rate faster than inflation, which had made the industry most unhappy. 








Regenerecion was succesful, in the foreste, even in dieback areas, if resistant 
variecies were used. [as published] 


Mr Bunning said that only selected loge were now taken in the jarrah forests, 
allowing young trees to grow, and there was clear felling in karri areas to allow 
for seeding or replanting. 


The Minister for Works and Water Supplies, Mr Mensaros, denied discrimination 
against farmers. 


Same Areas 
He said that it was a case of two different industries using the same areas. 
"I know it is not popular with farmers," he said. 


“But timber milling and woodchipping provide for regrowth. Clearing for agricul- 
ture does not." 


The Conservator of Forests, Mr Bruce Beggs, said regrowth in cut-over jarrah-marri 
type areas had been measured to equal virgin forests in five years. 


He said that there were short-term en’'* omental changes because of what was now 
happening, but the balance would be resi red with the regrowth. 


“Areas are not being totally cleared," he said. "But bulldozers are being used to 
push over trees that would restrict the development of regrowth." 


The clearing bane for agriculture passed through both Houses of State Parliament 
nearly two years ago, without opposition. 


They applied to the Mundaring Weir and Denmark River catchments and the Kent 
River and Warren River water reserves. 


The decision caused a storm as farmers learnt of its effect on their operations. 


It assured farmers that nobody would be disadvantaged and promised millions in 
compensation. 


Some farmers were reluctant to discuss their claims because they are being negoti- 
ated. 


Some Happy 
But some will be happy. 
All spoken to by THE WEST AUSTRALIAN agree that salinity-—-WA's worst agricultural 


problem-——had to be attacked, but said that it should have been done years ago, 
with clearing controls imposed from the start. 


15 





Compensation Coste 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Nov 80 p 17 
[Text] The State Government has paid out $3,156,500 in compensation so far to 
32 farmers in South-West river catchments who have not been able to clear land 
because of bans for salinity control. 
The area involved is 12,314 hectares, and the biggest single payment is $365,500. 


There are a further 62 applications in the pipeline and the amount budgeted for 
this financial year is $3.5 million. 


Since July 1, $1,103,299 has been paid out or has been approved for payment. 

It is not known what the total compensation will cost the Government. Last year 
farmers were told at Mt Barker by the former Minister for Works and Water Sup- 
plies, Mr MacKinnon, that $7 million would be spent in the next few years and $18 
million in the long term. 

This would include buying back farms. 


A more realistic figure would be $25 million plus, according to the Pastoralists 
and Graziers' Association. 


The PGA is making a study of the compensation situation. 

The Government has acquired 4000 hectares of cleared land through the compensation 
scheme, most of which will be available for exchange to neighbouring farmers as 
soon as the necessary legislation has been completed. 


A limited amount of uncleared land in the Blackwood, Hay and Fitzgerald River 
catchments may be made available for exchange. 


cso: 5000 
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AUSTRALIA 


SALINITY CONTROL IN WEST SAID TO MERIT CLOSER STUDY 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Nov 80 p 22 
[Text] WA should take a more serious approach to the control of salinity on land 


and in its streams, says Dr R. H. Sedgley, a member of the agronomy department at 
the University of WA. 





He said yesterday that the approach should include management of water budgets on 
the recharge areas over the entire south-western region of the State. 


“Because they feed major water storages the higher-rainfall areas of the Darling 
Range have been the subject of management studies to minimise secondary salinity," 
he said. 


"Recharge areas in the neighbouring cereal belt have been comparatively neglected. 


“Catchments in the wheat-belt feed no major water-supply sources and land salinisa- 
tion was not originally regarded as a major probles. 


“Water from catchments in the higher-rainfall forested areas of the Darling Range 
serve urban, industrial and agricultural needs, so stream salinisation is a major 
concern." 


Seminar 
Dr Sedgley was addressing a land and stream salinity seminar at Murdoch university. 


He spoke on research he carried out with Dr R. Smith, of the UWA civil-engineering 
department, and Dr D. Tennant, of the UWA agronomy department. 


Nearly 250 people attended the discussions. They included speakers and delegates 
from the United States, the Netherlands, Israel and the Eastern States. 


The seminar was opened by the Minister for Water Resources, Mr Mensaros. 
He said that the Government had adopted a positive policy towards salinity to try 


to correct the damage of the past and to increase the potential use of land and 
rivers by keeping salinity under control. 
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Important’ 

"It is important to ensure that there are no gaps in our research effort and that 
the research being undertaken is the most effective in the search for practical 
solutions to the problem," Mr Mensaros said. 


"Land and water are our two most important natural resources. 


"Tne future of the South-West of WA depends on their careful development and 
management." 


He said that scientific research of land and stream salinity in WA began more than 
50 years ago and had continued since. 


During the past 10 years the research programme had been expanded and the Govern- 
ment had appointed a committee to coordinate research. 


Dr Sedgley said that the serious salinisation of land streams in the South-West 
was thought to be due to additional recharge of the ground water. 


This was caused by replacing indigenous deep-rooted plants with shallow-rooted 
agricultural species. 


Dr Sedgley said that the water budgets in recharge areas could be modified by: 
“Replacing subterranean clover pasture leys with a lupin phase. 
“Replacing subterranean clover with cereal—legume mixtures. 


“Developing better adapted and higher-yielding wheat cultivars for closer rotations 
and a reduction of the period under annual pasture in the higher-rainfall areas. 


cso: 5000 
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AUSTRALIA 


UN TO ASSIST IN DARLING RANGE LAND, SALINITY STUDY 





Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Nov 80 p 31 


{Text} A workshop on land use and stream salinity in WA, with particular emphasis 
on the Darling Range, is being held in Perth this week. Its theme is "Man and the 
biosphere." 


The workshop has been organised by the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation and State Government departments in co-operation with the 
Australian National Commission for the United Nations Economic Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation. 


About 25 representatives from State Government agencies, universities, the CSIRO 
and private organisations are taking part. 


The international delegates include Dr Kuswata Kartawinata, a member of Indonesia's 
"Man and the biosphere” committee, and Dr Leo Teller, of the Unesco division of 
ecological sciencies. 


Dr Teller came to Perth from China, where he is helping organise an ecological 
programme . 


A CSIRO spokesman said yesterday that the international biosphere programme 
covered about 1000 field projects and 155 biosphere reserves had been established 
in 50 countries. 


The programme began 10 years ago. Its basic concern was man's interaction with 
the environment. 


The spokesman said that much of the biosphere research had been designed and 
executed by biologists. Any sociological input had often been a separate exercise. 


"The proposed Darling Range study, which would be a joint initiative of the WA 
Government, the CSIRO ard Unesco, falls nicely into the biosphere programme 
because it demonstrates the problems of multiple land-use of a water catchment 
and the ecological, economic and sociological conflicts," the spokesman said. 


Opportunity 


"The problems of land use and stream salinity in the Darling Range provide an 
outstanding opportunity to look at all major forces relevant to understanding the 
ways in which a whole community encounters and wrestles with conflicts. 
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The spokesman said that the programme would emphasise the complex human involvement 
rather than the scientific and technical aspects of current land use and salinity 
problems. 


If the forces at work could be analysed and understood the process of implementa- 
tion might also be better understood. 


Whtle other countries might not have the same land-use and salinity problems as WA, 
issues of water use and conflict over land use were worldwide. 


An understanding of these competing demands would be applicable to Australia and 
the Asia-Pacific region as a whole. 


cso: 5000 
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REFORESTATION SEEN AS BEST HEDGE AGAINST SALINITY 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 14 Nov 80 p 11 


[Text] Reforestation of areas cleared of trees appeared the best counter to salin- 
ity, a seminar on land and stream salinity was told yesterday. 


This was the most immediate practical measure, Mr B. S. Sadler told the seminar at 
Murdoch University, when presenting a paper jointly with Mr P. J. Williams. 


Both men are engineers in the State Public Works Department. 


Their paper noted that as early as 1908, engineers realised they had increased the 
salinity of the Helena River by clearing native forest to improve stream flow. 


The area was then replanted with pines. 

Not Ready 

Until the most recent period of history, a pioneering attitude to water and land 
prevailed, and the community was not ready to accept measures that it now saw as 


absolutely essential. 


The most basic strategy available for preventing the release of salt from the land 
was to retain natural vegetation. 


Legislation had now prohibited the clearing of private land where this could be 
predicted to increase the salt content of streams. 


Reforestation was the only measure currently considered to be of major consequence 
in restoring damage done in the past. 


Some Way 


It was hoped that eventually some way would be found of reconciling the needs of 
water control and agriculture. 


Of the 2830 sq km in the Collie River catchment area 645 sq km had been cleared by 
the time clearing was halted in 1976. 


The rise of salinity in streams usually showed up 10 years after land clearance. 
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A programme of reforestation in the Collie catchment area began in 1979, in the 
hope of reducing the level of salinity that could be expected to emerge. 


It wae known that where land was only partly cleared, the release of salt might 
be prevented. 


It was hoped that with partial reforestation the same result might be achieved. 
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AUSTRALIA 


WATER SUPPLY TO NORTH-WEST COAST SUBJECT OF DEBATE 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Nov 80 p 4 


[Article by Andrew Main) 
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TERANLA CREEK CALLED PROTOTYPE OF FPOREST ISSUES 
National Parke Report 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 14 Now 80 p 12 


[Article by Joseph Glascott] 


[Text] Until the rain forest conservation problem was faced on a regional or 
State-wide basis, Terania Creek-type community conflicts would become increasingly 
common, the National Parke and Wildlife Service has warned. 


The service, in ite submission to the Terania Creek inquiry this week, said it 
hoped the inquiry would examine the conflict "in a regional perspective and, in 
particular, recognise the relationship to the gathering rain forest conservation 
debate in the Richmond-Tweed region and elsewhere in the State. 


"Terania Creek is a prime example of the conflict between rain forest preservation 
and the maximum utilisation of hardwood forests...the Service said. 


"This problem will become increasingly sore important as hitherto unexploited hard- 
wood forests in mountain areas are exploited under the Forestry Commission's 
indigenous forest policy of 1976." 


These submissions by the service are the subject of contention at the inquiry. 


Mr B. Tamberlin, counsel assisting the inquiry commissioner, Mr Simon Isaacs, 
QC, a retired Supreme Court judge, has objected to parts of the submissions on the 
grounds that they are outside the terms of reference of the inquiry. 


When the service appears before the inquiry to support its submission on 
November 24, it will argue for a wider interpretation of the terms of reference. 


The National Parks Association and the Total Environment Centre--two of the leading 
NSW conservation groups--have withdrawn from the inquiry because Mr Isaacs rejected 
their submissions in favour of a national park in the Terania Creek forest area. 
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‘Political Gambit' Charge 
Advertising by Loggers 








The NSW timber industry has begun a six-week television and press adver- 


sn HL 





bet silt 


Associated Country Sawmillers, the industry's lobby group, has emphasised the 
beauty of rainforests in the campaign and used the talents of an adventurer, 


tising campaign to put its case for logging in the State's rainforests. 
Mr Hans Tholstrop. 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 17 Nov 80 p 3 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 18 Nov 80 p 13 


[Article by Richard Eckersley, Science Reporter] 


[Text } 
[Text ] 











The executive director of ACS, Mr Keith Jordan. said city people had a distorted 
view of logging caused by emotive and inaccur arguments by conservationists. 


To say that logging destroyed rainforests we y not true, Mr Jordan said. 


The industry viewed with alarm the prospect that more areas of forest, especially 
on the North Coast, could be locked up in reserves. 


The whole issue has been brought to a head at Terania Creek, near Lismore, where 
conservationists campaigned to stop logging. The State Government later set up 
an inquiry into the issue and this is still sitting. 


Washpool State Forest, near Grafton, a 26,000 hectare area of rainforest and 
valuable timber trees, had been singled out as wilderness. 


But 7,000 hectares inside the forest had already been put aside as a flora 
reserve, Mr Jordan said. Keeping loggers out of the rest would shut off half the 
hardwood requirements of Grafton mills. 


He said the industry, which employed more than 10,000 people in NSW and produced 
$300 million worth of dressed timber a year, supported multiple use of forests. 


"With sensible management, we can have both the forests and the timber." 
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NATURALIST WARNS AGAINST DESTRUCTION OF TREES 

Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Nov 80 p 27 

[Text] Melbourne: Australia was losing an area about the size of Victoria every 
decade through the destruction of trees, the naturalist, Mr Harry Butler, said in 
Melbourne yesterday. 


Most of north-eastern Victoria had gone and Western Australia was fast losing its 
jarrah forest, he said. 


Dieback, clearing and bad land management were to blame. 
"The era of the land criminal is with us," Mr Butler said. 


"If you steal a car you get a gaol sentence but if you destroy millions of hectares 
of land through bad management, you're likely to get a knighthood. 


"I know that the Ocker doesn't like to be associated with aesthetic values, but he's 
the one losing. 


"The aesthetic value of his Sunday drive into the hills is declining. 


"The river gums that used to be at Yea have already disappeared." 


Mr Butler was speaking on why a national conference was being held in Melbourne 
on the decline of trees in the rural landscape. 


Mr Butler said that the destruction of trees was the most urgent single environmental 
problem facing Australia. 


Trees were living things like wildlife. Without them, there would be no wildlife. 


Every time a tree disappeared, it resulted in less habitat for birds, and started 
a process that resulted in pest plagues, water erosion and soil salinity. 


There had to be legislation to stop bad land management. There had to be greater 
co-operation between governments and private companies and an end to the attitude 
that land was private property to be treated as people wanted. 


cso: 5000 

















FARMERS URGED TO REPLANT STRIPPED BUSHLAND, TREES 

Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Nov 80 p 4 

[Article by Tim Pankhurst] 

[Text] The removal of forest and bushland cover in rural Australia has caused 
considerable economic loss, according to the president of the Victorian Farmers 
and Graziers Association, Mr Miles Bourke. 


Mr Bourke told delegates to the national conference, Focus on Farm Trees, that 
landowners must be given incentives to improve the environment. 





"The selling of the Garden State concept to the man on the land will not be easy," 
he said. 


"A great deal more needs to be done to create a greater awareness amongst farmers 
of the slow and insidious decline in the rural landscape. 


"It will involve the implementation of a long-term program to encourage farmers 
to improve the aesthetic value of their farms--particularly in areas denuded of 
trees--control of dry land salting and retention of examples of local native 
vegetation,” Mr Bourke said. 


"It will not be easy to convince some landowners of the conservation benefits 
resulting from planned tree-planting on sections of their cleared and developed 
arable or pastoral land. 


"There is a natural reluctance to tree-planting programs by those landholders who 
regard trees as reducing the grazing and cropping capacity of their land." 


Mr Bourke said advice and encouragement to landowners had to be realistic and 
practical. 


"It will not wash with most farmers if the wider community benefit is pushed too 
hard,” he said. 


The farming community was conscious of the more obvious serious consequences of 
the removal of forest and bushland, particularly in the low rainfall areas of 
north and north-west Victoria. 








"Regrettably, these problems were generated by past generations who were not 
aware of the long-term consequences of their actions," Mr Bourke said. 


"With co-operation, advice and assistance, I believe there will be ready support 
from the rural community for a carefully planned program to assist and restore 
some of the lost beauty of our countryside." 


He also blamed local government and other agencies for causing unnecessary damage 
to roadside vegetation through road works, power lines, and other work. 


Mr Bourke proposed a boost in funding for the Victorian Forest Commission's 
Tree Growing Assistance Scheme. 
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BILL WOULD LEVY STIFF FINES FOR PLUNDER OF PLANTS 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Nov 80 p 27 


[Text] Brisbane: The soft tree ferns of the mountains and gullies round Brisbane 
are as vulnerable as they are delicate. 





They grow only at the rate of about half a centimetre a year, taking 100 years or 
more to grow to three metres. 


Many are older than the roads and tracks that they line or the partly cleared 


areas that they adjoin, having grown in moist, shaded conditions that no longer 
exist. 


They are virtually irreplaceable. 


It is in these suddenly accessible areas that the tree-fern raiders have attacked, 
destroying a heritage for quick money. 


The native flora boom in home gardening has created a bid demand for tree ferns, 
which sell for up to $9 a metre. 


Legislation 


This is why the Queensland National Parks Minister, Mr Gibbs, is preparing legis- 
lation to go before State Parliament early next year. 


It will provide tough penalties of up to $5000 for people who plunder crown land 
for native plants. 


Queensland's Native Plants Protection Act has not been updated since it was intro- 
duced 50 year ago. [as published] 


Mr Gibbs said that the new penalties would apply to all crown lands including 
national parks and State forests. 


The move would also protect legitimate nurserymen dealing in native plants. 


Farmers who have lived in fringe areas around Brisbane for generations estimate the 
tree ferns are disappearing at an alarming rate--as many as 100 a week. 
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FARMERS STIR CONFLICT OVER COAL MINING IN SOUTH 

Compensation Question 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Nov 80 pp 1, 10 
[Article by Paul Murray] 


{Text} A coal exploration boom between Esperance and Salmon Gums is bringing 
fermers and mining companies into conflict on the rights of mineral exploration 
over agriculture. 


Some farmers are refusing to sign compensation agreements--offering $50 for entry 
rights and $50 for each drill-hole--which would give the mining companies the 
go-ahead to prospect on their properties. 


They believe the agreements would negate their rights to stop any mining on their 
land in the future if the coal prospects prove economic. 


Some claim that their position will be further eroded next year under Mining Act 
changes which appear to weaken their power to hold the miners at bay. 


Since June, five mining companies and several private prospectors have pegged 
about 1500 coalmining leases on about 100 farms in the district. 


Companies 


The companies are Western Coal and Uranium NL, Western Collieries Ltd, CRA Explo- 
ration Pty Ltd, Consolidated Resources WL and Kalajust NL. 


The leases cover about 18,000 hectares in a 100km belt that stretches from Salmon 
Gums to the coast and is up to 30km wide in parts. 


Farmers said yesterday that they were concerned about the effect of suggested 
strip mining of the coal on the fragile ecological balance of the thin sandy top- 
soil which supports the agriculture. 


The area is littered with salt lakes and the saltwater table lies within 5m of 
the surface in most places. Early ¢r‘lling is believed to have shown low-grade 
coal or lignite deposits up to 30m thick ranging from near the surface to about 
SOm underground. 
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The farmers believe that mining below the water table could cause a major salt 
problem in the area. 


Many of the farmers have spent more than 15 years developing their properties 
from virgin bush. 


They claim that compensation agreements for mining would not be sufficient to 
relocate them on land of similar quality. They would be forced to take up new 
land again. 


They also believe that any farm with a 21-year coal mining lease over it would fall 
in value. 


One of the most militant opponents of the coal explorers is Mr Miles Morecombe, 
who has been farming his property east of Scaddan for 12 years. 


Diamonds 


"I don't care if there are diamonds under my farm...I will not sign any agreement," 
he said. 


"We are farming this land, not mining it. 


"We know we have salt only three metres down and I am sure that strip mining would 
turn this into one big salt lake. 


“Any hole they dug would fill with salt water and that would have to be pumped 
somewhere." 


The Norwood family has 6800ha north-east of Scaddan. They developed it from 
virgin bush. They will not sign an agreement with Western Collieries. 


"We are going to need a tremendous amount of energy in the future, but we are not 
short of coal and farming is a pretty important game," Mr George Norwood said. 


One side-effect of the boom is that it is holding up the release of new agricultural 
land which has also been pegged. 


About 30 blocks between 1500 and 2000ha in the Mt Ridley district, north-east of 
Esperance, are affected. The pegged land cannot be taken up because the Mines 
Act takes precedence over the Lands Act. 


Under the present Mining Act landholders can stop a mining title by withholding 
written consent on the basis that the land was under regular and bona fide culti- 
vation. 


However, in the new Act, mining companies will be able to appeal to a Warden's 
Court on the grounds that a farmer had unreasonably denied them access to land 


they had pegged. 


The Minister for Mines, Mr Jones, has said that the new section is designed to 
deal with mining companies that get farmers to sign agreements that they will not 
give consent to mining by any other company. 
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However, mining industry informants said that the section could be used to deal 
with landholders who refused to sign entry and compensation agreements. 


Many of the farmers have signed agreements with WCU, which has most of the leases 


between Salmon Gums and Grass Patch and a smaller area east of Scaddan, and Western 
Collieries which has leases between Grass Patch and Scaddan. 
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Miners’ Views 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Nov 80 p 11 


[Text] No more than one per cent of the land pegged between Esperance and Salmon 
Gums will be mined if the coal prospect proves economic, according to the chairman 
of Western Coal and Uranium, Mr Peter Atkinson. 


He said that WCU wanted to evaluate its coal claims as quickly as possible. 


It would quickly drop leases in which it was not interested--because of the high 
cost of paying rates-——and farmers would have no further disruption. 


Mr Atkinson said that every farmer who signed a WCU agreement had been told that 
he would be required to negotiate a mining compensation agreement if a viable 
deposit was found on his property. 


WCU hoped to begin operations in six or seven years if the deposit was proved. 








The best solution would be for the company to buy the farms. Thies would leave any 
ecological problem with the company and not the farmers. 


He expected that any compensation for wining would be assessed on the basis of the 
market value of the farms. 


Mr Atkinson said that the real question was about the ownership of minerale in WA. 
They were owned by the crown and not by farmers. 


‘No Problems’ 


The general manager of Western Collieries, Mr T. §8. Ivankovich, said that he did 
not foresee many problems in getting the outstanding farmers to sign agreements. 


He accused the Press of trying to stir up the issue. 


Mr Ivankovich said he would be happy if he was a farmer who had a deposit of coal 
of lignite under his property. [as published] 


"If we go on and on stopping these things there will be no employment or energy 
and the farmers won't get anything," he said. 


"It is in the farmers’ best interests because in the long run they will be better 
off." 


He said there was no rule-of-thumb for compensation for mining on farms. 
In some cases it might be best to buy the whole property, but in others the farmers 


might want compensation only for the part being used so they could continue their 
operations. 





New Mining Act 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Nov 80 p 11 


[Article by Michael Zekulich] 


[Text] The controversial new Mining Act will come into force early next year. 


The Minister for Mines, Mr Jones, is overseas, but according to his office the 
Act could come into force in the first three months of the year. 


Before leaving, Mr Jones said in Kalgoorlie that he would like to introduce the 
Act for two years, then amend the regulations as it became necessary. 


Not Proclaimed 
The new Act has passed through Parliament but has not been proclaimed. 


The Government took this action in seeking comment on the regulations before they 
were finalised. 








It te understood that they are in their final stages of preparation. 


The changes mark the firet major re-write of the original 1904 Act. 


Governments over the yeare have made many minor changes, but significant moves 
have alwaye faltered. 


According to the Government the new Act ie designed to meet the needs of modern 
prospecting and mining. 


It eaye it ie aleo seeking to provide adequate protection for other land-users 
and the environment. 


The WA Parmere’ Union has accused the Government of misleading Parliament and the 
public on the purpose and effect of the new Act. 
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AUSTRALIA 


PRESSURE GROWS TO RF UUME SAND MINING ON FRASER ISLAND 


Canberra THE FINANCIAL AUSTRALIAN in English 24 Nov 80 p 2 
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AUSTRALIA 


SAND MINING SEEN INJURING MORETON ISLAND 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 17 Nov 80 p 2 
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COURT AGREES ALCOA SMELTER SITE ENDANGERS ARTIFACTS 


{Text} 
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FEUD ERUPTS OVER HYDROELECTRIC PLANS FOR TASMANIA 

Franklin River Dam 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 15 Now 80 p 11 
[Article by Peter Roberts] 


Tasmania's wild and scenic Franklin River may not be safe from hydro-electric 
development after all. 


There is every chance that the State's Upper House will reject the State Government's 
alternative power supply bill which was introduced into Parliament on Thureday. 
There is speculation in Hobart thata the Upper House will try to force the Govern- 
ment into flooding the Franklin. [ae published] 


Such a move would create a constitutional stand-off between the Labor-—controlled 
Lower House and the Independent--and unpredictable—-Upper House. 


“The Franklin is being threatened again," the director of the Tasmanian Wilderness 
Society, Dr Bob Brown, said yesterday: "The Hydro-electric Commission has never 
actually stopped ite campaign to flood the Franklin. [as published] 


As the Lower House begins its debate on the Government proposal to dam the Lower 
Gordon River below Lake Pedder, a select Upper House committee is writing its own 
report on power developments. Dr Brown expects the committee to favor the original 
HEC plan to flood the Gordon, Franklin and King Rivers. 


Only three of the 19 Upper House members are from the ALP--the rest are Independents. 
Should they refuse to approve the Government scheme the Premier, Mr Lowe, has no 
power to force them to an election. The Upper House has defied the Government twice 
before but both times the Government was vindicated at the polls. 


"The Government could sit out a confrontation situation for some months," Dr Brown 
said. “But ultimately the only way to resolve it could be a Lower House election.” 


A spokesman for Mr Lowe said yesterday he wes confident that the Upper House would 
support the Government scheme. Mr Lowe did not wish to comment on any hypothetical 
action by the Upper House. 


The Government decided to save the Franklin as a wild river national park after 
public protest again flooding. [as published) 
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Call for Inquiry 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 19 Nov 80 p 3 


[Text] Canberra.--The Federal Opposition has joined the renewed battle to save 
Tasmania's Franklin River by calling on the Federal Government to hold an inquiry 


into hydro-electric proposals for south-west Tasmania. 


The Government has the power to call an inquiry under the Environmental Protection 


(Impact of Proposals) Act, introduced by the Whitlam Government in 1974, which 
sets strict environmental and economic conditions on new projects. 


‘Wilderness Tax' Charge 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 21 Nov 80 p 4 
[Article by Peter Dwyer] 


[Excerpt ] 
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Power, Environment lLesues 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 21 Nov 80 p 7 


[Article by Peter Dwyer] 
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Assembly Legislation 


Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in Fnigish 22-23 Nov 80 p 7 


[Article by Peter Dwyer] 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PLEDGE--Toowoomba.--The Liberal Party last night promised to improve 
country living standards and to promote equal access to amenities for rural com- 
munities. Representations would be made for an immediate increase in zonal tax 
allowances, and small business counselling and information services would be pro- 
vided in rural areas. Dr Edwards said a Liberal—led government would establish a 
joint rural industry-government committee to examine rural land ownership, with 
special emphasis on overseas and large company ownership. The Liberals would expand 
research into soil management and erosion, and place high priority on a 10-year 
plan for water conservation in Queensland. The party's rural policy was launched 
in Toowoomba by the Liberal Leader and deputy Premier, Dr Edwards. [Excerpt] 
[Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 13 Nov 80 p 11) 


ABROLHOS ISLAND DEVELOPMENT-—-Crayfishermen are worried about the effect a proposed 
Abrolhos Islands tourist development could have on the industry. The chairman of 
the Rock Lobster and Prawning Association of Australia, Mr A. Mochrie, says that 
the environment of the islands is fragile. The islands had little water, he said. 
Ship traffic carrying water, supplies and tourists would have an effect over a 
wide fishing area. Speaking at the association's annual dinner, in Perth last 
week, the minister for Fisheries and Wildlife, Mr Masters, gave an undertaking 
that no development that would adversely affect the fishing would be permitted. 
[Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Nov 80 p 46) 
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RADIOACTIVE SANDS STUDIES--New Delhi, The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
has launched a Rs. 400 lakhs study to find out the harmful effects of nuclear radia- 
tion from the monazite beach sands of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The study has been 
launched to confirm earlier findings by Dr. N. Kochu Pillai and his colleagues at 
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) of the high incidence of birth 
anomalies, genetic defects and mental retardation amoung the population exposed to 
the beach sands. The ICMR Chief, Prof. V. Ramalingaswami, said the study would 

be carried out for five years in cooperation with the Department of Atomic Energy 
(DAE) with the Chitra Tirunal Medical Centre in Trivandrum acting as the "focal 
point". The background radiation from the monazite sands of Kerala containing 
radioactive thorium, was one of the highest in the world, Prof. Ramalingaswami said. 
Some one lakh people living in a 55—km coastal strip from Quilon to Alleppey were 
exposed to this radiation which was as high as 20 times the natural radiation in 
Delhi. Dr. Kochu Pillai said the genetic and birth defects he observed in his 1976 
study in Kerala were induced by radiation from the beach sands. It was also re- 
sponsible for premature ageing and the higher incidence of chromosomal aberrations 
found in adults exposed to the radiation. Dr. Kochu Pillai who was delivering the 
Shakuntala Amir Chand Oration on Low-level Radiation and Human Health at ICMR on 
Thursday questioned the claims of DAE that the background radiation in Kerala posed 
no danger to the people.--PTI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Nov 80 p 4] 


CSO: 5000 








PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 





DESPITE PROGRESS, ‘THREE WASTES' PROBLEMS STILL SERIOUS 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 11 Nov 80 p 1 


[Article: "Person in Charge of Environmental Protection Bureau Reports to City 
Government Coordinating Committee Members on Status of Environmental Protection 
Work; Although City's Cadmium and Mercury Pollution Sources Are Basically Under 
Control, City's Wastewater Treatment Capacity Falls Far Short of Increase in 
Wastewater" ] 


[Text] Some definite results have been achieved in the city's environmental 
protection work, and heavy metal pollution sources such as cadmium and mercury are 
basically under control today. Generally speaking, however, the trend of three 
wastes continuously increasing has not yet been reversed. Deputy Director Chen 
Jiangtao [7115 3068 3447] of the Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau 
described the situation thusly to the members of the city government coordinating 
committee during their tour of inspection of environmental protection work 
yesterday. 


Chen Jiangtao said that in order to prevent new pollution sources from being 
introduced, the city is aggressively implementing a policy of "three simultaneous 
operations." This means that any new construction, expansion, or remodeling 
project must carry out simultaneously the design, constructic;, ~*~“ production of 
both the main construction and the pollution control measure {ted with it. 
During the period from 1977 to the present, the Municipal En: ~..«. nial Protection 
Bureau has approved a total of 1,177 construction projects, all «1. / environmental 
protection measures. The total investment of these construction projects amounted 
to more than 1.28 billion yuan, and of this sum, nearly 100 million yuan were spent 
on three-waste treatment facilities. 


In treating old pollution sources, the emphasis in recent years has been on those 
pollutants that are most harmful to the human body, including heavy metals such as 
cadmium and mercury, and smoke dust pollution. In early 1978, approximately 100 
million yuan were transferred from local finance to each industrial department as a 
special fund for the treatment of heavy metal pollution. A total of 252 treatment 
activities were arranged citywide, and an investment of approximately 93.97 million 
yuan was made. One such [activity] is a newly built wastewater treatment facility 
which is capable of treating more than 90,000 tons of water each day and recovering 
9,000 tons of various metals each year. Originally there were 116 units throughout 
the city that used to use mercury; 19 of these were large consumers of mercury. 

In recent years, every unit which could avoid using mercury has stopped using it. 
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Among the 19 large consumers of mercury, 10 units no longer use mercury, and the 
other 9 have all taken pollution-prevention measures. After treatment, the amount 
of mercury discharged into the Huangpujiang each day has been reduced more than 
90 percent. Metallic cadmium is another industrial raw material that is very 
harmful to the human body. In recent years, the number of units using metallic 
cadmium or cadmium compounds citywide has decreased significantly. In the 
mid-1970's, more than 120 tons of cadmium were consumed per year. Today it is down 
to 12 tons. As for the treatment of smoke dust, nearly 60 percent of the chimney 
stacks have been treated, and every single furnace of more than l-ton capacity has 
become practically smokeless. Smoke dust problems caused by extra large furnaces 
are being treated now. There used to be a total of 17 big, long, yellow dragons 
(smokestacks) belonging to the metallurgical bureau. Two of the dragons have been 
subdued, and the rest are being treated now. 


Chen Jiangtao said with emphasis that, generally speaking, the problems related to 
the three wastes are still quite critical in Shanghai. The trend of growth is not 
yet under control today. The problem is most acute in the wastewater treatment 
department. Its capacity cannot catch up with the rate of increase of wastewater. 
During the period from 1977 to 1980, the increase in wastewater treatment capacity 
was 250,000 tons a day, while the increase in the volume of wastewater over the same 
period was 400,000 tons a day. He expressed his hope that the growth in the 
wastewater treatment capacity of each plant concerned will soon match the magnitude 
of increase in its production, so that each plant can realize increased production 
without adding to the pollution. That is the only way we can achieve control over 
the growth of pollution due to the three wastes. 


9113 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


SHANGHAI DYE PLANT SUCCESSFULLY ‘FIGHTS WASTE WITH WASTE‘ 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 13 Nov 80 p 1 


[Article: "Treating Waste Gas and Waste Slag with Wastewater, and Treating Waste- 
water with Waste Gas and Waste Slag, No 4 Dye Plant ‘Fights Waste With Waste' 
Well; After Inspecting, City Government Coordinating Committee Members Said 
Pollution of Huangpujiang Will Be Greatly Improved If Every Plant Can Treat Its 
Three Wastes Likewise") 


[Text] The Shanghai No 4 Dye Plant has treated its "three wastes" economically 
and effectively by using a combined measure of treatment that "fights waste with 
waste." The members of the city government coordinating committee commended the 
unit after inspecting its facilities on 11 November, 





This plant produces more than 4,000 tons of wastewater each day as a result of its 
dyeing operation. Of this amount, from 200 to 250 tons of wastewater have a high 
concentration of alkali and pigment. How is this large quantity of wastewater 
going to be treated? During the process of its expansion to construct medium and 
long imitation wool production lines, the plant also designed, according to local 
circumstances, a combined "three wastes" treatment system which was designed, 
constructed, and put into operation simultaneously with the production line. 
Today, this system is functioning normally and treating the wastewater and smoke 
dust, 


On the llth, the members of the city government coordinating committee who 
inspected the plant, in spite of advanced age and frail bodies, climbed atop a 
smoke duct adjacent to the chimmey stack and watched dark brown, concentrated 
wastewater sucked up by a pump and discharged via a water membrane dust remover 
into the smoke duct in the form of a curtain of water. As the waste gas came 

into contact with the curtain of water, the smoke dust in the waste gas was 
blocked by the curtain of water and fell, At the same time, the sulfur dioxide 
and nitrogen dioxide in the waste gas were also effectively removed from the waste 
gas by the action of the alkaline wastewater. As a result, the gas discharged from 
the stack gas satisfied national emission standards and thus reduced the air 
pollution problem. At the same time, the alkalinity of the wastewater dropped 
significantly and its chromaticity decreased 15-20 percent. Thus, the purpose 

of treating waste gas with alkaline, colored wastewater and, at the same time, 
treating the wastewater with waste gas has been achieved, 
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Moving along the wastewater passage, the committee members came to a tall coal 
slag storage tower made of cement. The leading comrade guiding the tour 
explained that the wastewater, after being treated by the waste gas, still has a 
relatively high chromaticity, eo that it is filtered through the waste slag. 
Silicon dioxide and a portion of unburned carbon contained in the coal slag 
possess a certain amount of activity and absorption capability. After filtering, 
the chromaticity of the wastewater decreased an additional 80-85 percent. The 
co.umittee members observed that after it was filtered through the coal slag, the 
wastewater became almost colorless. The wastewater was further used to lower the 
temperature of the coal slag discharged from the furnace, and also to eliminate 
the dust. The plant has thus achieved the purpose of treating waste slag with 
wastewater and treating wastewater with waste slag. As a result, approximately 
150,000 tons of water can be saved each year. After passing through the coal slag 
bin, the formerly concentrated wastewater may not be mixed with ordinary wastewater, 
and this wastewater will be discharged into the Huangpujiang--but only after it is 
further treated biochemically, aerated, and precipitated. 


The committee members were very interested in the plant's wastewater treatment 
ponds. Usually, the wastewater regulating pond, the aerating pond, and the 
precipitating pond are built separately. Since the plant did not have the required 
land, it adopted a three-dimensional structure and stacked one pond on top of 
another. This solved the problem related to the shortage of land by utilizing 

the space effectively. The workers have even constructed a small false mountain 
and a lake adjacent to the wastewater treatment pond. They have filled the lake 
with the treated water and planted flowers around it, and have floated green 
lotuses on the lake water. They are even planning to release goldfish into the 
lake. 


The committee members praised the measure adopted by the No 4 Dye Plant of “fighting 
waste with waste." During the conversation, they discussed the seriousness of the 
pollution of the Huangpujiang and the difficulties associated with its thorough 
cleanup. The pollution problem of the Huangpujiang will be greatly simplified if 
every plant which discharges wastewater into it can come up with an idea similar 

to that of the No 4 Dye Plant and can do its own treatment work well. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


NOTED PROFESSOR DISCUSSES GREENING OF URBAN AREAS 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 6 Nov 80 p 2 
[Article by Du Yali [2629 0068 0448)) 


[Text] “The creation of an elegant and comfortable sylvan environment in the city 
with evergreen trees and flowering plants will not only improve the health and 
spirit of the people, but will also greatly enrich spiritual and cultural life." 
Professor Chen Jinyu [7115 0193 1938) was always enthusiastic whenever he discussed 
urban afforestation. 


Professor Chen is a specialist on gardening and afforestation in our country. He 
voiced his opinion on the issue of urban afforestation. 


He pointed out that many urban afforestation teams were dismissed as a result of 
the devastation by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” and trees were cut down and 
destroyed. There was a lack of management personnel in charge of urban afforesta- 
tion, resulting in the destruction and obsolescence of many remarkable scenic 
gardens and woods. This condition has yet to be dealt with. 


Professor Chen said that the extent to which urban afforestation can be done 
successfully largely depends on the economic and cultural level of the city con- 
cerned. The extent of vegetation in a city is related to the livelihood of the 
citizens. In general, forests and green areas in a city help reduce pollution, 
dust particles, bacteria, and purify the air. Statistics show that 10 square 
meters of vegetation absorbs 1 kilogram of carbon dioxide and releases 0.7 kilo- 
gram of oxygen, which is roughly equivalent to the amount of respiration per person 
per day. Ele trees can absorb 12 grame of dust particles per square meter, and 
pagoda trees can absorb more than 6 grams. Every one knows that forests and green 
areas can ameliorate urban climates, serve as wind breaks, improve visibility and 
the sensitivity of the lungs, and muffle city noises. People are used to com- 
paring vegetation in the city to “the lungs of the city," "the kidneys of the 
city,” and water surfaces to “the eyes of the city." These comparisons are con- 
sistent with scientific truth. 


Professor Chen mentioned that in addition to its functions in protecting, improving, 
and beautifying the natural environment, urban vegetation is also economically 
productive. For instance, since 1953, the Beijing Institute of Biological Products 
has encouraged people in the city to plant more than 60 au of seedlings, trees and 
green vegetation. As the institute mainly produces va¢cines, serum products and 
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various medical products, the cleaner air in the city resulting from the new vege- 
tation cover has been an advantage. 


In addition, tens of thousands of fruite are harvested each year, and, in the past 
2 years, nearly 1,000 cubic meters of timber has been secured, as well es 200,000 
jin of firewood--which is like killing two birde with one stone. 


As the pace of urban industrialization accelerates, many countries consider urban 
afforestation an important measure in maintaining the ecological balance of the 
city. There are countries where urban vegetation reaches 70 to 80 square meters 
per person, whereas in our capital it is merely 3 square meters per person. What 
a big difference that is. Professor Chen said that the per capita green area in 
our city should be at least 6 square meters, which is already very minimal, and 
which is a task that we must quickly realize. 


Some people think that because our cities are very densely populated, the potentials 
of urban afforestation are very limited. This is, however, not the case. According 
to Professor Chen, there are many rundown buildings and structures in our cities 
which are unsightly and which consume large sums of funds to be refurbished. If 

we can cover them with creeping plants or ivies, we can beautify the landscape 
without using any urban space. In building high rises in the city, such as the 
previous three construction projects in Beijing, certain areas must be designated 
for vegetation. Where suburban areas are hilly, scenic forests or economic trees 
can be planted. If they are level lands, fruit trees, oil-bearing trees and other 
economic trees can be cultivated. 


An elegant, comfortable, clean and congenial environment is necessary for the 

four modernizations and the livelihood of the people. Accordingly, urban afforesta- 
tion sh wuld be included in the daily agenda of all government departments. Profes- 
sor Chen suggested that urban afforestation depends on help from various walks of 
life. Part of it can be done by youth organizations in the form of afforestation 
teams. In this way, we can quickly accelerate the pace of urban afforestation and 
at the same time we can also resolve teenager unemployment in the city. Is not 
such a task both pleasant and constructive? 


9471 
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NEW ANTI-POLLUTION REGULATIONS--The State Control Department recently stipulated 
that beginning 1981 all large- and medium-size construction projects across the 
country will not be accepted into the state plans unless effective pollution-con- 
trol measures have been implemented. All basic construction and technological 
projects gust specify the amount of capital set aside for environmental pollution 
control equipment in the planning, budgeting, and decision-making stages. The 
announcement also stipulated that completed projects will not be allowed to operate 
even on an experimental basis if pollution-control equipment has not yet been 


installed, or else penalty will be imposed. [Text] [Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in 
Chinese 6 Nov 80 p 1) 9471 


PEST CONTROL--Since last year, a portion of the counties, communes, and brigades 
of Zhanjiang Prefecture [Guangdong Province] have developed research activities 
related to investigation and protection of the natural enemies of hareful pests. 
Through these activities, important experiences have been gained which have 
contributed to the increased production of paddy rice at low cost. In order to 
solve the problem associated with using more and more pesticides with less and 
less pest control effectiveness, together with increased production costs and 
polluted farm products in recent years, Zhanjiang Prefecture last year developed 
scientific research activities related to investigation and protection of the 
natural enemies of harmful pests in three different regions along the coast, in 
the mountains, and in the plains. A sum of 15,000 yuan was allotted over the 
entire area as a special fund for the research activities to be carried out this 
year. Every research station gust assign at least two technical members to remain 
at the post all year in order to carry out timely and regular investigations. 
When the harmful pests appear, the [researchers] may not abuse the pesticides but 
must determine, according to the number of natural enemies and whether the 
weather, environmental conditions, and crop vitality are advantageous for the 
growth of [the pests’) natural enemies, the number of pests per au at which to 
begin application of pesticides. Changbo Commune of Gaozhou County planted early 
maturing “Guizhoa” over 80 percent of ite area. As a result of this method of 
pest control, the area over which pesticides were applied decreased by half from 
the same period last year. Because the area treated with pesticides was small and 
the natural enemies of the pests were protected, there was no pest problem toward 
the later stage of the early rice. Communewide, the average early rice yield 
increased 61 jin per qu more than that of last year, and the total yield increased 
1.6 million jin over that of last year. Both the total yield and the yield per au 
surpassed the highest historic ieveis. (Guangzhou NANPANG RIBAO in Chinese | Oct 
80 p 2] 9113 
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GENERAL OUTLINES PROBLEMS OF FOREST PROTECTION 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 20 Nov 80 p 5 


[Ta Mo Lo column by Major General Prayat Rotphothong, the Commander 
of the First Forward Cavalry Division and the Head of the Comaunist 
2229 Suppression [Unit], Region 3, Area 1: “For Security and 
Survival" 


[Text] Urgent 
KH 0336 (SN)/KW 2314 
First Forward Cavalry Division, 
Muang District, Nan Province 


9 November 1980 


Subject: The facts about the story “What Is Security If the People 
Do Not Have Anything to Eat." 


To the editor of the newspaper BAN MUANG: 


This is in reference to the To Mo Lo column appearing in the 
7 November 1980 edition (page 5) of the newspaper BAN MUANG. 


Concerning this Ta Mo Lo column in the newspaper BAN MUANG, the 
contents of this column can be summarized as follows: Those people 
who are destroying the forests and headwaters in Nan Province 
include Thai hill tribesmen, tobacco curing sheds and timber 
smugglers. But the government officials (the military) is arresting 
and suppressing only thepeople who have lived off the forests for 
generations. The First Forward Cavalry Division and the Internal 
Security Operations Command, Region 3,Area 1, would like to point 
out the facts. 


The First Forward Cavalry Division and the Internal Security 
Operations Command, Region 3, Area 1, which are responsible for 
fighting against and defeating the communist threat, have been 
engaged in operations here since 1971. Concerning the commmnist 
terrorist suppression measures that will produce good results, one 
important factor is to ensure that the people have good living 
itions, that they are happy and safe and that they understand 
8. 
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To achieve these results, the condition of the headwater forests 
must be restored. This is an extremely important measure if the 
le are to have good living conditions, At present, the very 
mportant headwater forests of Thailand, which includes the Nan 
headwater ( forest], are being dest on a widespread scale. The 
types of destruction can be divided into four types: 


1, Cutting smuggled logs. 


2. Secretely cutting trees to use as firewood for the tobacco curing 
sheds and to make charcoal. 


3. Hiring people to make smuggled lumber for construction. 
4. Invading the forests to engage in shifting cultivation, 


The First Forward Cavalry Division and the Internal Security 
Operations Command, Region 3, Area 1, have coordinated things with 
all the government sectors concerned to implement a headwater 
forest restoration program (in accord with the documents attached). 
Suppression and control measures that are in accord with the 
restoration activities have been stipulated. As for those measures 
concerning the suppression of people who violate the law, all 
government sectors in Nan Province have coordinated things with each 
other. They have made appeals, issued warnings and arrested 
violaters, without regard as to whether they were Thais from the 
plains or Thai hill tribesmen. But they have concentrated their 
efforts on officials who have acted improperly and on influential 
people. 


As for the ideas presented by the newspaper BAN MUANG, the First 
Forward Cavalry Division and the Internal Security Operations 
Command, Region 3, Area l, are aware of the great concern of the 
mass media, which can be likened to a mirrow reflecting the thoughts 
and concerns of the people, the owners of the country. Therefore, 

I would like to discuss a number of points in order to put an end 
to the worries: 


1. Concerning the matter of hill tribesmen destroying the forests 
and the officials allowing them to do this, I want to affirm that 
government officials are doing everything possible to really solve 
this problem. That is: 


1.1 Programs have been implemented so that the Thai hill tribes 
abandon shifting cultivation. They have been given help in growing 
perennial plants and coffee, which have high yields, to replace 
growing Opium poppy and engaging in shifting cultivation. Help has 
been received from the Public Welfare Department and the program to 
substitute crops and develop the mountain communities. 
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1.2. Train sessions have been held for the tribesmen to get them 
to stop fell trees and destroying the forests in conjunction 
with other political training sessions. 


1.3. Patrols have been sent out to intercept, warn and arrest the 
sane baby tribesmen and people from the plains engaging in shifting 
cultivation. 


1.4. [FiXed-wing] aircraft and helicopter aerial patrols have been 
imp] emented. 


Based on the activities that have been discussed above, it appears 
that satisfactory results have not been achieved but it is thought 
that it will be possible to greatly reduce forest destruction by 
Thai hill tribes in the near future. 


2. Concerning the secret fell of trees to supply the tobacco 
curing sheds, based on the initial investigations, it appears that 
up to 80 percent of the people in Nan Pr are involved in 
growing tobacco and operating curing sheds. Approximately 70,000 
cubic meters of timber is needed each r to cure the tobacco, and 
the price of legal timber is 6 to 10 t that of smuggled timber. 
Thus, most tobacco curing sheds prefer to use smuggled timber. All 
government sectors have cooperated with each other in carrying out 
the following to solve this problem: 


2.1. They have issued warnings, made appeals and resolutely seized 
the tobacco curing sheds that use smuggled timber (as shown in the 
documents attached). 


2.2. They have proposed that the tobacco curing sheds be ordered to 
plant trees at the rate of 2 rai of forest for every one furnace, 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives has already received 


this proposal. 


2.3. The mining of minerals and the search for lignite have been 
accelerated in order to use them as alternate forms of energy. This 
has been coordinated with the National Bnergy Administration. Seven 
mineral deposits have been discovered and, from the results of the 
surveys,it appears that, based on the geological conditions, the 
national energy officials think that there may be oil here too. 


2.4. It has been proposed that the tobacco curing sheds be modified 
so they can use solar energy in curing tobacco. This proposal has 
now been submitted to scientists for study. 


3. As for the problem of timber smugglers, all government sectors 
have resolutely cooperated with each other to arrest those people, 
both in the forests and in the communities, and large numbers of 
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violators have been arrested. This is shown in the evidence 
concerning the arrests and the handling of the cases that is 
contained in the attached documents. 


Because of the various measures discussed, the close coordination 
and the real cooperation between the officials of all sectors, 
praise has been received from the mass media, both at the center 
and in the provinces, and from the students in the Faculty of 
Environmental and Resource Studies at Mahidol University (as shown 
in the documents attached). But it is only natural that this has 
affected a few people. 


But the suppression measures alone cannot preserve the headwater 
forests if there are no measures for restoring the forests. Our 
units have cooperated with all government sectors to expand 
afforestation in the remote areas. Military aircraft have been used 
to scatter seed in the places where the forests have been destroyed 
and during the proper season. 


It is my firm intention to turn Nan Province, a responsible area, 
into a peaceful and happy area free from the threat of communist 
terrorism. This is my honest intention. I also hope for the 
cooperation and goodwill of the mass media in helping to disseminate 
the true facts discussed above so that they become known generally. 


Sincerely, 


11943 
CSO: 5000 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS, FOREST DESTRUCTION IN WAN DISCUSSED 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 7 Nov 80 p 5 


[Ta Mo Lo column; “What Is Security If the ‘People’ Have Nothing 
to *Bat'*] 


[Text] "The villagers understood when the military closed the 
forests but they were dismayed when the hill tribesmen returned and 
destroyed the headwater area to the point where there is almost no 
“water” for use. In addition to this, “curing shed" groups have cut 
down trees." 


A reporter for the newspaper BAN MUANG who took a trip to Nan 
Province did not return empty handed. Seeing the problems of the 
villagers, he brought the story back but because of the limitations 
placed on him, he asked that my column be the voice of the people 
there. 


Nan Province is a province that has problems because the Communist 
Party of Thailand has established its terrorist ers there. 
The government side has tried to suppress the commun for 
several years but with little success. 


The problems of the people can be said to concern the terrorists or 
to not concern the terrorists. They overlap each other. 


Let me speak frankly. The people question the policies of the 
military. 


Here, the military is the major ferce. 
The military has emented a policy of “politics leads the 
military” for use with the people and the people are happy that the 


soldiers, police and local government officials get along with each 
other. 


2 are satisfied with the psychological operations of the 
pol ce. 
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The soldiers have behaved well with the people and there are few 
problems, 


But they question the militar’ policy of closing the forests. 


They say that they understand that the military had to close the 
forests in order to cut the food supplies that the terrorists 
vbtained from the timber smugglers and in order to suppress the 
secret felling of trees by the timber smugglers and prevent the 
forests from being destroyed, large tracts of which have already 
been destroyed. 


But they do not understand why the restriction applies to them as 
well since they only cut trees of little value that are not on the 
restricted list to use as firewood, to make small articles and to 
make repairs on their houses at times. 


People who live in the forests must use the things in the forests 
to live. If they are prohibited from using the things in the 
forests, how are they to live? 


Establishing prohibitions and petty laws for them makes their lives 
more difficult. They do not feel that it is necessary to establish 
prohibitions or use too many petty laws. 


They feel that the officials of the country (the military) have 
placed so many limitations on them that they cannot move. There are 
only restrictions and almost all of their actions have been 
restricted. 


But while it seems that the government officials are waiting to 
catch them when they do something wrong in order to protect the 
forests, the forests are still suffering great destruction and they 


are being destroyed openly. 


They point to the road from Nan to Phaya. The forests on both sides 
of this road are like bald hills. 


They say that in the Khun Sanun area in Muang District, which is a 
headwaters area, the officials have moved hill tribesmen there and 
allowed them to cut down hundreds of rai of forest to engage in 
shifting cultivation and grow corn. The headwater area has been 
almost completely destroyed by the tribesmen. In not too long, the 
villagers will not have any water to use. 


The people once went and told their troubles to the military and 
told the military that they wanted the soldiers to move the tribes- 
men somewhere else in order to preserve the headwaters. But the 
military said that this was not possible since this was the policy 
and it was a po'icy that concerned security. 
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The people have complained that, in Nan Province, the word 
“security” is used so widespreadly and to cover so many things that 
they cannot bear it. 


They do not understand why the officials (the soldiers) have 
“secured” only the people and have not gone and “secured” the 
tribesmen who are destroying the headwaters. 


A distinction between “our people” and “tribesmen” has arisen. 


The headwaters of the Sa River in Sa District, another headwater 
area, is being destroyed. 


There are three groups that destroy the forests, arranged in order 

of destructiveness. The first group is composed of the hill tribes 

that take over the headwater areas. The second group is camposed of 
those who build tobacco curing sheds and who cut down all types oi 

trees of all sizes as fuel for their curing sheds. The third group 

is composed of the timber smugglers. 


“Ten timber smugglers do not equal one curing shed and 10 curing 
sheds do not equal one tribesman," they say. 


The officials try to protect [the forests] only from the smugglers 
and the people suspected of being the tools of the smugglers. The 
people who have made a living from the forests for generations are 
like “unfortunate goats” who get the blame for the smugglers. But 
the officials complacently allow the hill tribesmen and curing 
sheds to destroy the forests and headwater areas on a grand scale. 


“In just a few years, if they are allowed to continue doing this, 
Nan will not have any water," they stressed. 


The problems of thepeople in Nan were told to me by a reporter and 
I have written what he told me. 


After listening to him, I felt unhappy because the problems cannot 
be solved easily. Besides having to be an influential person with 

enough prestige, the person who solves these problems must really 

go to the heart of these problems. 


And the thing that I am very distressed about is that the people have 
bad feelings toward the military and this is an area where there is 
a terrorist problem. 


Whoever is responsible for this problem, please take responsility. 
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THAILAND 


EXCESSIVE AMOUNTS OF LEAD FOUND IN GULF 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 13 Nov 80 p 3 


(Article: "Dangerous Levels of Lead Have Been Found In the Eastern 
Part of the Gulf of Thailand" ] 


[Text ] The Department of Science Services has discovered that the 
coast of the Gulf of Thailand still contains very high levels of 
lead. Suitable measures, both direct and indirect, will have to be 
taken to control the sources such as the various types of industrial 
factories that release waste water containing lead into the 
drainage pipes, canals and rivers. 


A news report stated that studies on the pollution of the sea along 
the eastern coast of the Gulf of Thailand were conducted by the 
Physics and Engineering Division of the Department of Science 
Services in 1979. The division conducted surveys and collected data 
on the locations and amounts of filth released into the sea. The 
amount and quality of the water released into the sea and the 
quality of the sea water along the coast was surveyed by taking 
samples of water and measuring the amount of pollution. The eastern 
coast of the Gulf of Thailand was surveyed six times. The surveys 
were conducted from along the coast in the area of To Rua Pramong 
and Usom Ruapramong villages on Chinda Road in Samut Prakan 
Province to the Ngop Peninsula in Trat Province. Samples of sea 
water were taken from along the coast and far out at sea. Samples 
of the earth and waste water of the factories along the coast were 
taken as data to help study the pollution of the sea in this area. 
A total of 141 samples were taken to determine lead, mercury, acid 
and alkali levels. The samples were taken in various places such 
as at To Rua Pramong Village, the Bang Lamung Market, Phathaya, 
Sattahip, Saemsan, the Charoen Peninsula, Paknam Prasae, Suan: Son, 
and the Sing and Ngop peninsulas, for example. 


From the studies it was learned that the sea water from most of 
these places contains excessive amounts of lead. In particular, the 
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samples of sea water taken from the Bang Lamung Market, Paknam 
Prasae and the Ngop and Charoe peninsulas contained 12.5, 11.5, 
16.5 and 10 parts per millior © spectively. These levels of lead 
are considered to be very hi,h. Normally, the amount of lead in the 
sea is usually only about 0. ! to 0.04 parts per million. It is 
thus essential that the plac ° that release lead into the sea in 
these areas be strictly contrvulled. 


11943 
CSO; 5000 


62 





THAILAND 


LOANS TO BE MADE FOR POLLUTION CONTROL 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 2 Dec 80 p 2 
[Articles “Loans Granted For Solving the Pollution Problem" ] 


[Text] The Industrial Finance Corporation of Thailand will loan 
money to industrial businesses in order to solve the pollution 
problems of the factories. 


Mr Sukri Kaeocharoen, a member of the board and general manager of 
the Industrial Finance Corporation of Thailand, told a reporter 
that next yaar, the corporation will start making loans to 
businesses that need money to construct systems to halt the waste 
materials coming from the factories so that they do not create any 
more trouble. 


Mr Sukri stated that investing in building systems to limit the 
waste materials coming from the factories is of great value. Viewed 
from the standpoint of the producers, such investments may not be 
very productive. To solve the problem of industrial plant pollution, 
if results are to be achieved, there will have to be measures to 
support and encourage the people engaged in such work to consider 
the benefits of cooperating with each other in this. 


Mr Sukri stated that, at present, the Asian Development Bank and the 
United Nations Development Project (UNDP) have agreed in principle 
to provide support by lending money to the Industrial Finance 
Corporation of Thailand. Besides this, the Office of the National 
Environment Board will provide technical support to control waste 
materials from production. Concern the support that has been 
asked for, the corporation has a policy of providing support by 
granting long-term, low-interest loans. 
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PHUKET MINING EFFECTS--The National Environment Board has proposed 
that the government halt mining operations in the Padong Gulf in 
Phuket Province in order to study the effects that may harm the 
— Ay the gulf, which has been said to be the “most beautiful 
spot Asia.” Mr Kasem Sanitwong Na Ayuthaya, the secretary- 
general of the National Environment Board, stated that, at present, 
the board is implementing studies to determine the effects of 
mining operations in the Padong Guif. It is expected that the 
effects arising from the mining operations in this gulf will be 
determined by around next September and the matter of whether or 
not mining operations will be able to be continued in this tourist 
area will be discussed. If the studies show that the mining 

ations dirty the beautiful beacl. , the board will propose that 

operations definitely be stopped. Mr Kasem stated that' the 

studies done by the board will be carried out with the cooperation 
of the Sea Vocation Center of the Fishing Department and the Navy's 
verte 1 aaa t. [Text] [Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 2 Dec 80 
pp i, 12 1 

















ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


FOOD FOR DROUGHT VICTIMS-—-The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) recently 
distributed 540 quintals of grain and 120 bags of powdered milk to people in 
Humbo and Damot Woidie districts affected by crop failure due to shortage of 
rains. Of the total relief aid distributed, 340 quintale of maize and 120 bags 
of powdered milk were given to people in three kebeles of Humbo District and 200 
quintals of maize to residents of eleven kebeles in Damot Woidie District, accord- 
ing to the administ.atore of the two districts. The drought problem was con- 
firmed following an on the spot assessment by Comrade Fekadu Zebenie, Administra- 
tor of Wollaita Province in Sidamo Region, during which it was learnt that due 
to shortage and late arrival of rains the people could not cultivate their lands. 
Meanwhile, a decision to distribute an additional 1,500 quintals of food grain 
to the affected people in the two districts was taken after members of the pro- 
vincial production campaign committee, administrators of seven district in the 
province, chairmen of the provincial and seven districts’ peasants associations 
and representatives of service cooperatives held a lengthy discussion to seek 
ways of alleviating the problem in the area. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHTOPIAN 
HERALD in English 30 Dec 80 pp i, 6] 





NOISE, AIR POLLUTANTS CAUSE 100 BILLION FRANCS DAMAGE 
Parise LE FIGARO in French 26 Nov 60 p 10 
[Article by Genevieve Schweitzer: “Cost of Pollution: 100 Billion” ] 


[Text] A top-level planning meeting devoted to the environment was held yesterday 
at the Elysee. Eight ministers around Valery Giscard d'Estaing and Raymond Barre 
drew up the results of actions taken since passage of the 1976 law on the protec- 
tion of nature and of the environment. This meeting will be the subject of a 
report at the 10 December meeting of the Council of Ministers, on the eve of the 
Third International Sittings on Protection of the Environment to be held in Paris. 


One hundred billion francs a year: This is what the damages caused by pollution 
are currently costing the nation as a whole. 100 billion francs, or almost 4 per- 
cent of the gross national product [GMP]. This figure does not even take into 
account the cost of accidental spil of oil and of other toxic products. It 
reflects only the costs of illness, absenteeism, and degradation of the environ- 
ment caused by everyday levels of pollution. The Ministry of the Environment will 
present a report at the Sittings on the Environment, based on this figure taken 
from an 80-page document, a sort of economic dashboard of the environment. 


Noise ranks Wo 1 in the hit parade of pollutants. Almost one fourth of the total 
Gamage is owing to this auditory nuisance. It is estimated that at a noise level 
above 65-70 decibels in a home, the discomfort felt by its occupants can induce 
them to buy soundproofing, can cause tenants to move, or can depreciate the value 
of the property. The cost of the discomfort caused by traffic noises alone is 
estimated at 10 billion francs annually. The Mo 2 place goes to: the air. Even 
though it is less polluted now, it still accounts for 20 percent of the total. 
According to this estimate, more than 20 billion francs yearly vanish in expendi- 
tures on health problems, dirt and corrosion, absenteeism and lowered productivity. 
The other culprits, in descending order, are: water, fertilizers and pesticides, 
waste products... 


The method used to calculate the cost of pollution damage is quite complex. 
Although it is known that noise causes discomfort and illness, that contaminated 
water brings on epidemics or degrades our available resources, that polluted air 








causes respiratory illnesses, the cost figures have not been easy to arrive at. 
To begin with, ‘or each group of pollutants, a list of the different physical 
damages caused by them had to be drawn up and evaluated in terms of monetary 
costs, loss of quality, and degradation of national resources. Moreover, since 
statistics were not available on all pollutants, some weightings of figures had 
to be wo.ked out. A poe result was published in 1978. Updated and 
completed very recently, the study has produced this figure of 100 billion francs, 
which is more an evaluation than a statistic. but which, unlike U.S. figures, for 
example, takes into account all pollutants. 


These figures are of course unconfirmed, and it cannot be stated with certainty 
that they reflect a precise state of things. But the order of magnitude is 
certain to be exact: Using different methods of calculation, France and most of 
the other countries have arrived at very similar results. For example, in the 
case of air pollution--one of the most extensively studied as regards damages-- 
France has calculated the cost at 0.85 percent of its GNP in 1978; Italy cal- 
culated it at 0.7 percent of its GNP in 1968; the United Kingdom at 2.3 percent 
in 1970; and the United States at 2.5 percent in 1968. 


To this 100 billion francs of chronic damage, however, must be added the cost of 
accidents attributable to the production system. For example, 42 persons have 
died in France over the last 15 years specifically as a result of gas explosions, 
which can be considered in the nature of an air pollution problem. Abroad, gas 
caused the death of 216 persons in Los Alfaques in 1978, and air pollution that 
of 4,000 Londoners in 1952. The damage caused by oi] accidents is heavy: more 
than 1 billion francs in the case of AMOCO Cadiz, for example (460 million francs 
for cleanup and indemnification of outlays by the French government, plus 
undoubtedly hundreds of millions in biological resource losses, without consider- 
ing the losses in business suffered by hotels and fi.hermen). 


By way of contrast with these figures, another bears mentioning, namely, that of 
the environmental expenditures by the public administrations (including sanitation 
improvements, water treatment, and even dams), by industries and by households 
(garbage bags): 25 billion francs in 1979, or four times less than the cost of the 


damage . 
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RIKSDAG COMMITTEE: ALLOW CONTINUED FOREST CHEMICAL THINNING 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 18 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text}) Aerial spraying with phenoxy acids to thin foliage 
should again be permitted, but with greater restrictions than 
previously. The Center, Conservat've, Social Democratic, and 
Liberal Parties are in agreement ov this. Only the Left Party 
Communists want total prohibition of chemical substances in 
the forest. 


That was revealed in a report entitled “Thinning Foliage" which a parliamentary 
committee, headed by Arne Engstrom, head of the Office of Food Production, delivered 


to Minister of Agriculture Anders Dahlgren on Wednesday. 


The report recommends a more restricted use of chemical substances to thin foliage. 
Forest land will be divided in two parts. The rural districts will control one 
part, and the Department of Forestry will control the other. 


The district will decide whether the areas which are environmentally sensitive will 
be sprayed or not. 


Regulations 


The Nature Conservancy Board will work out regulations for the districts. The reg- 
ulations will probably be prescribed by the government. 


For the remaining forest lands the Department of Forestry will make the decision. 
It will decide whether foliage will be thinned with or without chemicals. 


No one will begin to spray chemicals in the forest without permission from either 
the rural district or the Department of Forestry. 


The report agrees that aerial spraying is the best method to thin foliage. Scien- 
tists now know that workers get cancer from spraying on the ground. 


Therefore it is probable that all spraying will be done with aircraft, which is now 
forbidden. , 


The objective is that spraying will be done in especially rugged terrain and where 
the foliage is thick. 








In other places forest workers will remove the foliage by mechanical means. 


A total prohibition against chemicals was rejected because in Norrland, where man- 
power is available, mechanical removal is too expensive. In southern Sweden there 
is a shortage of manpower. There are not 8,000 to 10,000 workers who can or will 
clear the forests mechanically. 


Sweden has a total of 23 million hectares of productive forests. Aerial spraying 
must be used on 250,000 hectares so that valuable forest land will not be neglected. 
During the first years 150,000 hectares of land must be sprayed, and later 90,000 
hectares, and finally 75,000 hectares each year. 


"Small Areas” 


There is also the question of small areas which must be sprayed each year, according 
to the report. To refrain from spraying and to instead remove the foliage manually 
would cost 250 million kronor per year for five years. 


If chemicals are forbidden 120 forest workers will be injured per year, as manual 
clearing is more dangerous than chemical. 


Debates about chemical forest clearing and aerial spraying have been many and trou- 
blesome. The Center Party, Liberal Party, and Social Democratic Party have prom- 
ised to eliminate spraying in the forest. 


Now they, together with the Conservative Party, have agreed in the report to permit 
the use of phenoxy acids from aircraft. Only the Left Party Communists disagreed 
with the report. 


The timber industry is satisfied with the recommendations of the report, which will 
be circulated for consideration for three months. 


"The recommendations of the report increase the opportunities to maintain the raw 
materials base of the timber industry and the nation's important export of timber 
products," said Director Lars Sjunnesson of the Forest Industry's Cooperative 
Council to the Swedish Central News Agency. 
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